What benefits will
this scheme bring to
Marazion Marsh?
The proposed works will:
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• Reduced silt build-up
Surveys have shown that approximately 140m3
of silt enters the marsh each year, which
reduces the extent of open water within the
marsh. The proposed silt trap will capture
approximately 90% of this silt each year

Improvements to
Marazion Marsh
Part of a £3.7 million project to protect and
improve one of Cornwall’s most iconic seafronts

• Increased open water areas
The creation of new open water channels
within the marsh will help encourage water
dependant species
• Maintain flood controls
Water controls will mean water levels can be
adjusted and lowered during winter months to
prevent flooding.
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What is the project?
Marazion Marsh is designated a Site of Special
Scientific Interest. The marsh protects the largest
reed bed in Cornwall, together with other wetland
features, willow scrub and grassland. It is an
important wintering site for bitterns and a regular
stopover for the globally threatened aquatic
warbler. Other wetland birds include grey herons,
waterfowl and warblers.

What’s happening
and when?
• The Marazion Marsh scheme is expected to be
submitted for planning approval in November
2018, with a decision expected in February of
2019
The proposed works aim to improve the natural
environment by protecting the marsh, creating an
increased area of open water for habitat and wildlife
and connecting river catchments to the coast at
Mounts Bay in accordance with Mounts Bay Shoreline
Management Strategy and the Environment Agency’s
Water Level Management Plan (WLMP).

These works are being
wholly funded by grants
from the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF and the
Environment Agency Flood Defence
Grant-in-Aid (FDGiA). They are being
delivered by Cornwall Council in
partnership with the Environment
Agency and with strategic partners the
RSPB, Natural England, Network Rail
and the St Aubyn Estate.

The scheme includes:

Cormac Solutions Ltd are the
designers of the scheme and Ward
Williams Associates are the
project and cost managers.

• Installation of a water control device to allow
water levels of the marsh to be raised during the
summer months to protect habitat areas. During
the winter months the water control device will
help drain the marsh and provide flood protection
for the surrounding area.

• A new silt trap to the north of the marsh which will
capture around 128m3 of silt each year. The removal
of this silt will help maintain the existing open water
areas and improve habitat areas
• New open water channels within the marsh
to encourage water dependent species. This
includes providing eel passages by connecting the
catchment to the coast at Mount’s Bay

• Due to the sensitive nature of the site, and
working restrictions due to nesting and migration
seasons, construction is expected to take place
between October 2019 and February 2020
• Disruption within the marsh will be kept to a
minimum during the construction period by
using an amphibious excavator to create the new
open water channels
• It is not expected that any excavated material
will need to be removed from the marsh, which
will help minimise disruption to neighbours and
highways users during the construction period.

