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What you need 
to know

Surface 
Dressing

cormacltd.co.uk

FAQ’s 
Why was I not told about the work 
before you arrived?
We put up signs at least 24 hours before the 
work starts. 

This is because we have to do the work in good 
weather conditions therefore we can only plan 
based on the short-term forecast. 

Why is a perfectly good road surface 
being surface dressed?
• Surface dressing is a cost-effective treatment 

to seal the surface and maintain our roads to 
a safe and acceptable standard.  

• It improves skidding resistance and helps to 
protect the road from frost damage during 
the winter which is caused by the ingress of 
water.

How do I get to my house during  
the works?
Please speak to the staff on site; they will let you 
through at a safe and appropriate time. There 
may be a short delay or diversion to maintain 
safety for you and our workforce.

How long will the work take?
We are fast workers! We usually complete the 
work in one day although larger sites may take 
up to three days. 

Don’t forget - we will be back to sweep the 
road the following week and we will return 
when the chippings have bedded in to put back 
the lining and any road studs.

We hope this leaflet answers all of your 
questions. We have more information on 
our website cormacltd.co.uk

If not you can contact us on:  
0300 1234 222 

or email: handee@cormacltd.co.uk

We are on social media @CORMACltd 

If you would like this information in another 
format or language please contact: 
CORMAC 
Castle Canyke Road 
Bodmin PL31 1DZ



It is then rolled to 
press in the stones 
and moving traffic  
further embeds 
the chippings.

Stone chippings 
are applied to the 
top of each layer

What is surface dressing?
Surface dressing is a cost effective way of 
restoring the road surface and sealing it 
in one process. Potholes and defects are 
repaired and the road studs are removed 
before the surface dressing. 

The road is 
sprayed with a 
single or double 
spray of bitumen

What can I do to help?
• Don’t park your vehicle on the road. We 

need to get to the full width of the road 
and parked cars cause delays. 

 We may have to come back and redo 
areas which waste time and money. 

• Before walking into your home or getting 
into a vehicle, check that you and your 
family do not have any bitumen on your 
shoes.  

• Construction sites are dangerous so speak 
to our staff to get access to your home or 
business. 

• Consider keeping pets indoors to stop 
them running through the site and onto 
the hot bitumen. 

After Surface Dressing 
We leave loose chippings on the road 
to protect the surface treatment. 

• When the chippings have bedded in, we 
sweep the road two or three times to remove 
the excess. 

• Until we clear the chippings there is a 20mph 
speed limit on the road. This is to prevent 
damage to your vehicle  
and to maintain safety. 

Keep safe, 
stick to the 
speed limits. 

Why do we do it?
Surface dressing seals the road and 
prevents water entering the structure 
of the road. This can lead to long-term 
damage – especially as a result of 
freezing and thawing during winter.  

• We also use surface dressing to increase the 
skid resistance of roads which are otherwise 
structurally sound. This makes the roads safer 
at a much lower cost than resurfacing.

• Investment in surface dressing can extend the 
life of the road by up to 10 years. 

FAQ’s 
Why do we do this in summer when 
it is busy? 
The process needs warm, dry weather to 
make sure the dressing becomes established. 
Therefore we can only do this between April 
and September.  


