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More information
For further information please visit our website: 
www.cormacltd.co.uk/coverackcoast

You can view the Planning Application by visiting the 
online planning register on Cornwall Council’s website 
at https://planning.cornwall.gov.uk, and search for 
Coverack North Coast Protection Scheme.

Construction 
Subject to obtaining all necessary consents, 
confirming availability of construction resources, 
and consideration of seasonal risk, works would 
aim to commence between November 2021 and 
February 2022. Construction is expected to take 
approximately 6 to 9 months.

In order to build this much needed coastal 
protection, and for health and safety reasons, the 
construction team will need to temporarily close off 
and use the nearby common land, a small section of 
the beach below the cliff face, and part of the tiered 
car public park.  Measures will be taken to minimise 
disruption during the works to make sure pedestrian 
access along nearby public rights of way and beach 
are maintained, as well as aiming to maintain vehicle 
access along the B3294 as much as possible.

Building a coastal defence to 
protect the B3294 and properties 
from coastal erosion 

The retaining sea wall
A natural stone cladding has been chosen for 
the concrete retaining sea wall, so it is similar in 
appearance and blends in well with the adjacent 
south seawall. The top will be level with the nearby 
common land and will have handrail for public 
health and safety.

The images below show the current unprotected 
cliff and the proposed coastal defence scheme.
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Before – current view

After – view of proposed coastal defence scheme
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Cornwall Council has 
submitted a planning 
application to build a 
new coastal defence 
along a section of 
North Corner Cliff at 
Coverack Beach
Rates of coastal erosion are expected to increase 
throughout this century because of the increasing 
frequency and magnitude of storms and rising sea 
levels as a result of climate change. This coastal 
protection scheme is needed to improve Coverack’s 
resilience to these future impacts. 

The proposed scheme will maintain the shoreline 
by preventing further erosion of the cliff from 
coastal processes. Principally this will protect, and 
avoid the loss of, the key access road for the village 
(B3294), up to four properties and also the adjacent 
common land, thus fulfilling Cornwall Council’s 
policy to ensure the continued sustainability of 
coastal communities. Without the scheme, this key 
access road to the village would potentially be lost 
to the sea within the next decade or two.

This leaflet explains more about the project, 
including where you can find out more detailed 
information and where you can view the planning 
application.

Location of the proposed scheme and 
the temporary works boundary

What is the 
development?
The proposed development will form a new  
approx. 87-metre long coast defence where the cliff 
is currently unprotected. It will be made up of two 
defence types, including a lower rock revetment 
section and an upper stone clad concrete retaining 
sea wall section to support the road. The new 
defence structure will have a design life of 50 years.

Indicative section taken from southern end of 
the scheme to show the relationship between 
the development and adjacent public road 

Indicative section taken from northern end 
of the scheme through rock revetment

The revetment
The design is made up of a full rock armour 
revetment slope to the north and a rock revetment 
below a retaining sea wall to the south. The rock 
revetment is to be used to protect the toe of a cliff 
and helps prevent undermining of the exposed and 
unstable cliff slope. 


